
Hello and Welcome !

Housing Trust trainee gets apprenticeship
Dru, one of the housing Trust’s Aboriginal identified trainees working in our Internal Maintenance Program, has
recently accepted an apprenticeship with All Worx Plumbing.
Our trainees are part of the Housing Trust’s Aboriginal Employment Strategy to help close the employment gap for
Indigenous people.
According to Dru - “Doing a traineeship at the Housing Trust has given me a good start – I have confidence,
experience with tools and with being onsite. I recommend young Indigenous people to apply to the Housing Trust –
it is a good opportunity and provides you with a good start.
Dru’s dedication and hard work have resulted in him finishing his Certificate II in Construction Pathways six months
early. He is another success story from our work with Warrigal Employment, who are part of the Illawarra Aboriginal
Corporation.
We appreciate all of Dru’s great work, wish him all the best in his future endeavours, and are pleased that the
Housing Trust could help him on his career path.

Glen and Dru with the Internal Maintenance Program van

As this is my first newsletter I thought it appropriate to
share a little of my background.

I’m thrilled to be in a role that’s dedicated to providing
safe, decent, affordable homes. My previous property
portfolio included homes for families, crisis
accommodation, and drug and alcohol detox centres.
I’ve worked with aged care providers and the
University of Wollongong to provide homes and
services for people with dementia. And more recently
I’ve worked to support people with a broad range of
disabilities.

We have a proud and wonderful history, but with
people often waiting over 10 years for a home
depending on their needs, we must do more. It’s a
privilege to be working with such a great team of
professionals who are dedicated to changing this.

I am excited to announce that our Central Gardens
development in Shellharbour was a finalist for two
Urban Design Institute of Australia Awards, and we

received a Commendation for Excellence in Affordable
Development. This reflects the Housing Trust’s
commitment to provide high-quality housing.

We have two new building projects in Corrimal, one in
Dapto and another in Flinders all at various stages in
the planning and approval process. I too am immensely
frustrated at how slowly some projects take and will be
working with the Councils and State Government to
improve the processes.

The Board and I would like to acknowledge and thank
Lindsay Kelly for his work as the interim CEO for the
past 4 months. We greatly appreciate his enthusiasm
and contribution.

This is an exciting opportunity and
I look forward to meeting many of
you in the near future.

Michele Adair, CEO
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Sorry Day @ HT 

Garden Makeover
Housing Trust tenants are being assisted to upgrade their community gardens thanks to funding from the NSW
Government Social Housing Community Improvement Fund (SHCIF).
The first completed garden was located in Berkeley, and there are more in progress.

Before After

Email address draw
Congratulations to Marianne, who won our email address draw!

Thank you to all our tenants who entered the draw and gave us their email
addresses. This will help reduce our environmental footprint.

If you are a HT tenant and have an email address, please email
info@housingtrust.org.au, or go on our website and enter your email. We
would love to keep sharing information and stories with you.

Housing Trust staff were honoured on
National Sorry Day to hear the personal
journey of Aunty Lindy Lawler, who was part
of the Stolen Generation.

mailto:info@housingtrust.org.au


Jim dances for cancer!

Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea
Housing Trust tenants at our Market Street development took part in the Biggest Morning Tea, raising funds to
support people who are affected by cancer. Tenants bought delicious homemade goods to share while discussing
important tenancy issues and new ideas.

A big congratulations to Jim, General
Manager of Corporate Services, and
Housing Trust staff who raised an
impressive $8,323.31 for Cancer Council
NSW. Jim was a participant in Stars of
Wollongong Dance for Cancer,
performing a James Bond themed
dance.

The Housing Trust is proud to be able to
participate in these important
community fundraising events.

Winter property maintenance tips
While it is cold and your homes are closed more often, we would like to remind you about some simple things you
can do now and throughout your tenancy to help keep your home in good condition.

• Air your property by opening windows – this helps to reduce condensation
• Use your exhaust fan to air out the bathroom and ensure the fan is free of dust to reduce condensation
• Ensure vents are clear from foliage so they can ventilate effectively
• De-clutter your home and garage to reduce fire hazards
• Regularly clean your home
• Report all maintenance issues straight away when they happen- call 4254 1115 or email 

maintenance@housingtrust.org.au 

If you are having a problem with condensation a great idea is to put moisture absorbers around your home and in
closets. You can buy moisture absorbers from your local hardware store.



NAIDOC week
The Housing Trust celebrated Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander history, culture and
achievements during NAIDOC Week.

We are proud to have 15% of our staff and 300+ tenants who are Indigenous, and we recognised
their important contributions to the Housing Trust, our wider community, our society and our
country.

We had a great time at the Greene Street NAIDOC event with our partners Barnardos, Illawarra
Aboriginal Corporation and CatholicCare!

Crisis Accommodation play equipment
Thanks to a grant from NAB, play equipment has been installed at our crisis accommodation.
The new equipment was unveiled at a BBQ lunch with tenants and services, including SAHSSI, Family Services
Illawarra, Illawarra Aboriginal Medical Service, FACS, Illawarra Shoalhaven Local Health District and Wollongong LAC
- NSW Police Force



Appliance Replacement Offer
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Upcoming Events

NextIssue:

Save our Seniors Classes: Classes on troubleshooting and the safe use of devices will be held at the
Housing Trust Office in early September. Call 4254 1166 to book a place

Social Housing Tenant’s Conference: A day of social inclusion with presentations for social housing
tenants. Tuesday 19th September from 9:30am-2pm. Call Joanne on 4254 1166 to discuss bookings
for the event.

Our next issue is out in October 2017. To stay up-to-date, please check our website
or Facebook page. If you have any items that you would like to see in our Housing
Trust News, please contact us. We would love to hear from you.

Like us on Facebook to keep informed of free activities, events and training
opportunities: www.facebook.com/TheHousingTrust/

David, a Housing Trust tenant, heard about the Office of Environment and
Heritage appliance replacement program through a flyer in his Housing
Trust newsletter.

“I rang Joanne at the Housing Trust, and she said she’d help me. We went
online and did the form. I didn’t believe it – it was happening too easily. I
kept thinking, it’s too easy, too simple – there’s got to be a catch to this!”

“You don’t look a gift horse in the mouth. I told everyone else how easy it is!
Two people living near me have new fridges since I told them about the
program.”

“Good thing about it, they take the old one away. The Housing Trust put us
right on to a winner, I can’t thank you enough!”

“Tell [other tenants] they’re missing out on a good deal with the fridges. It’s
a fantastic deal – get on to it! It’s so simple to organise, and one phone call
virtually does the deal.”

If you need assistance with this offer, call the Housing Trust on 4254 1166

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/households/appliance-replacement-offer.htm

Thank you to all tenants who attended our August Tenant Advisory Group meeting. We appreciate your input!

August TAG Meeting

http://www.facebook.com/TheHousingTrust/
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/households/appliance-replacement-offer.htm
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